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it was meant that they should be understood by
posterity."

,,X" Walpole was appointed to be one of the managers
for the impeachment, and, though he had not favoured
the step in council, he was its most energetic agent in
the House of Commons. His arguments and those of his
colleagues on one side, taken along with those of Sir
Simon Harcourt and Bishop Atterbury on the other side
(if Atterbury was the author of the Doctor's speech in
his own defence), are a complete and satisfactory pre-
sentation of the two party positions.

The commotion itself has been so often described that
it is unnecessary to tell over again here how Sacheverell
became the hero of the hour; how each day during the
three weeks of his trial he was attended by an immense
crowd of zealous admirers rending the air with their
huzzas, and struggling to kiss his hand as he went from
his lodging in the Temple along the Strand to Westmin-
ster Hall j how his effigies were sold in every street;
how his health was drunk before the queen's, and in the
same glass with that of the Church; how the London
mob attacked meeting-houses, burned the pews and
furniture, and maltreated all who would not shout as
they did; and how they pressed round the queen herself
in her sedan chair at the door of Westminster Hall,
crying, "God bless your majesty and the Church, we
hope your majesty is for Dr. Sacheverell." He was as
popular in the provinces as in the capital; his journey
through the midlands to a living in Shropshire was like
a royal progress; and the booksellers sold more copies
of his trial than of anything since Dry den's Absalom and
AchitopM. The final sentence was lenient enough tom
